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GROUND RULES FOR FORUM

GREEN.USC.EDU

• Attendees will be on automatic mute to control background noise 

• Please unmute yourself when it’s your turn to speak

• All slides will be presented from host computer

• Office of Sustainability will advance speakers’ slides as requested – say “NEXT SLIDE”

• Post questions in chat box; sustainability team will respond at the end 

• Ground rules, agenda, and other resources in a Google Doc (see Zoom chat box)



AGENDA

GREEN.USC.EDU

· Office of Sustainability Introduction & Ground Rules (3:00 - 3:05 PM)
·  Dr. Folt Welcome (3:05 – 3:15) 
· Environmental Student Assembly (3:15 - 3:20 PM)
· USG Leadership 2020-21 (3:20 - 3:25 PM)
· Presidential Working Group (3:25 - 3:30 PM)
· FMS Energy & Water (3:30 – 3:35 PM)
· FMS Waste (3:35 – 3:40 PM)
· Transportation (3:40 - 3:45 PM)
· Auxiliary Services (3:45 - 3:50 PM)
· Office of Sustainability – 2020 Goals/Zero Waste Coliseum + Galen Center (3:50- 3:55 PM)
· Capital Construction & Development (3:55 – 4:00 PM)
· USG Sustainability (4:00 - 4:05 PM))
· Wrigley Ambassadors (4:05 - 4:10 PM)
· OoS - 2028 Planning (4:10 - 4:15 PM)
· Question & Answer Session (4:15 - 4:30 PM))

Followed by Earth Day Meditation from 4:30 - 5:00 PM



USC SUSTAINABILITY 2020 GOALS
Overview

ENGAGEMENT ENERGY TRANSPORTATION

PROCUREMENT WASTE EDUCATIONWATER



Environmental 
Student 
Assembly



What do we do? 



Programming 
● We hos t dozens  of events  a  year

○ Promoting sus ta inability, 
educa tion, awareness

● Signa ture  Events
○ VegFes t 
○ Earth Month
○ Sus ta inability Forums 



Advocacy 
● We run year-long advocacy campaigns  focused 

on achieved measurable  goa ls
● Advocacy Accomplishments

○ Meatless  Mondays  
○ Trans it subs idy  

● Ongoing Projects
○ Dives tment
○ Pre-Enrollment Sus ta inability Tra ining

● ESA is  represented on
○ Sus ta inability S teering Committee
○ The Working Group for Sus ta inable  

Educa tion, Research and Opera tions  



Green Engagement 
Fund 

● Student-run fund with approx. $30,000 for 
s tudent-led sus ta inability projects

● Fund will re -open for applica tions  next 
semes te r 

● ESA will have  a  GEF Coordina tor pos ition
● Meeting currently be ing scheduled to obta in 

more  de ta iled action plan



How can you get involved? 

● We s till mee t on Zoom every Tuesday 
from 8-9PM PST!

● Email us  a t uscesa@usc.edu
● Welcome our new Directors !

○ Jackson Fitzgera ld
○ Jenni Hunting
○ Dillon Crans ton 

mailto:uscesa@usc.edu
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April 2020: Earth Day Celebra tion

FMS /CCD: 
WAS TE, WATER 
+ ENERGY



P RES ENTATION
AGENDA

Green House Gas Inventory

Water Update

Energy Update

Waste Management Update

01

02

03

04



GHG INVENTORY
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GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS INVENTORY

• Provide  ins ight into USC’s  
GHG management to da te

• Guide  future  energy, program 
and infras tructure  
deve lopments . 

• Conducted by GHG 
Consultant

• Goal- Reduce  Scope  1 + 2  
GHG emiss ions  per square  
foot by 20% from 2014 leve ls  
to 2020.

PURPOSE

• Absolute - Actua l number of 
metric tons  of carbon dioxide .

• Normalized- Metric tons  of 
carbon dioxide  adjus ted to 
account for campus  growth.

ABSOLUTE V 
NORMALIZED

• Scope  1 Emiss ions : GHG 
resulting from burning fue l 
and us ing chemica ls  on 
campus .

• Scope  2 Emiss ions : GHG 
resulting from LADWP 
genera ting e lectricity used on 
campus .

• Scope  3 Emiss ions : GHG 
resulting from indirect sources  
like  campus  commuting, a ir 
trave l, e tc.

DEFINITION OF 
SCOPE



16

11%

40%

49%

GREENHOUS E GAS   EMIS S IONS  S UMMARY 

• Tota l Emiss ions  (Scope  1, 2 + 3)
• Absolute - 8% drop

• Scope  1 + 2 Emiss ions
• Emiss ions  a lloca tion by scope  

shifted. 
• Absolute - 16% drop
• Scope  1 absolute - 19% 

increase
• Scope  2 absolute - 24% drop  
• LADWP’s  carbon intens ity 

dropped by 31%
• USC improved its  building 

energy e fficiency by 11%
• Normalized (per square  foot) 

emiss ions  dropped by 33%

FINDINGS 2014 2019

Total- 317,679 CO2 Total- 292,463 CO2

13%54%

33%
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S COP E 1 + 2 EMIS S IONS  TRENDS : 2014-2019

20% reduction target
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COMPARIS ONS : NORMALIZED GHG EMIS S IONS



WATER UP DATE
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WATER UP DATE

Replacing s ink faucets , academic/adminis tra tive  showerheads , and other fixtures  
with new, low-flow models . 

UPDATING FIXTURES

Wherever poss ible , drought-tolerant plants  a re  be ing incorpora ted a t UPC and 
HSC. Yie lded up to 43% water savings  for the  converted a reas .

DROUGHT-TOLERANT LANDSCAPING

Most UPC landscaping uses  drip irriga tion and 75% HSC is  converted. The  
difference  in usage  for a  spray head versus  a  drip emitte r is  120 ga llons /hr v 0.5 
ga llons /hr. 

SMART IRRIGATION

WATER METERS
Main focus  of winte r e ffort. Team has  ins ta lled 17 wate r sub-meters  a t UPC to 
provide  de ta iled da ta  on wate r usage—information tha t will be tte r inform our wate r 
conservation plans  moving forward. 



ENERGY UP DATE
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ENERGY UP DATE
Digita l dashboard with rea l-time  energy use  a t UPC and HSC + his torica l wate r and 
gas  usage . By broadening awareness  of how we’re  us ing resources .

DASHBOARD

Scheduling has  been implemented in 18 buildings , 237 class rooms , + 40 a ir-
handling units , and we’re  regis tering energy savings  a t or above projected 
leve ls . 

HVAC SCHEDULING

In the  process  of obta ining proposals  for severa l projects . Over winte r LED re trofits  
a t Lyon Center, Grand Avenue Parking, Pacific As ian Museum and HSC bookstore .

LED LIGHTING INSTALLATION

HOUSING COMPETITION
Meters  have  been added to the  North Hous ing Complex, for a  more  robus t 
competition were  a ll ha lls  a re  be  able  to track usage .

The  600 kW sys tem a t Galen Center continues  to move  forward. Through a  joint e ffort 
with a ll s takeholders , sa fe ty has  been given the  utmos t priority and precautions  were  
immedia te ly put into place . Targe t project comple tion is  summer.

SOLAR PV
Photo Credit:  Gus  Ruelas

Work continues  forward on EBEWE, 2028 Planning and Current Energy Efforts .
OTHER
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GALEN S OLAR P ROJ ECT



WAS TE 
MANAGEMENT 
UP DATE
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USC
ZERO
WASTE
PLAN

STAGES:

Phase  1- Inte rviews
Phase 2 – External Waste Audits and Study
Phase  3- Inte rna l Buildings  Audit
Phase  4- Integra ted Zero Was te  P lan
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WASTE COMPOSITION STUDY

• Take  a  representa tive  sample  
of materia ls  from Trash, 
Recycling, and Organics  
Recycling Bins

• Sort materia ls  into 15 
ca tegories

• Identify opportunities  to 
increase  divers ion

OBJECTIVES
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WAS TE S AMP LE: TCC/S TABLER HALL/P OP OVICH CAFE
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AHF: ALLAN HANCOCK FOUNDATION 
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OUTSIDE RECEPTACLE SURVEY

• Assess  the  type , utiliza tion, and placement of 
exis ting was te  receptacles

• Make recommendations  to:
• Remove unnecessary receptacles
• Improve  ava ilability of recycling and organics  
receptacles

OBJECTIVES

0
200
400
600
800

1000
1200

Current Recommended

Outs ide  Receptacles

Trash Recycle Organics Pour Stations
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RECEP TACLE P LACEMENT RECOMMENDATION

Rem =  Remove
+ R = Recycle
+ O = Organics
+ P = Pour 

KEY:
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EARTH DAY
AUXILIARY SERVICES UPDATES



HOUSING
• Partnered with FMS and a 3rd party by sub-metering 9 energy 
meters at North complex. 

o Allowing us to better manage consumption being 
used in order to change patterns and implement 
strategic conservation programs. 

• Water conservation engagement to continue. 
o Offering of shower timers 

o Low flow fixtures staying updated. 

• Implemented a Composting program 
o Installed 40 bins within the following locations: Troy Hall 

and New North Residential College, Marks Tower, 
Parkside Apartments, Nemirovsky & Bohnett
Residential College. 

o 20 bins still scheduled to be installed in more locations 
such as    the Village, Cardinal and a central offsite 
location for other areas.

• Plan to have composting in all USC Housing managed 
facilities by commencement 2021, while partnering the 
program with our recycling efforts. 

• Sustainability Living Guide currently being revamped and 
updated for Fall 2020. 
•



HOSPITALITY
• Plan has been established to eliminate single use plastics and 
plastic beverage bottles based on guidelines by the University.

• Several locations getting green restaurant certified. 
o Moreton Fig is now certified. The Lab is in process and 

plan in place to begin process for our dining halls

• USC Catering & Special Events are currently Zero Waste 
operations also partnering with FMS and our campus partners to 
lead the charge on all campus events to be Zero Waste. 

• Implementing Meatless Monday programming for dining halls 
beginning Fall 2020 in partnership with ESA.

• Continuing partnerships with Faculty on sustainability
o Partnered with Faculty & Students of three ENST 320a 

classes during the academic year on a project focusing 
on the environmental impact and wasted resources 
associated with post-consumer waste in the residential 
dining halls

o Partnered with Faculty & students in Marshall School of 
Business on a Waste diversion strategy using a Digital 
Technology platform for retail dining. 



HOTEL
• Green Seal Certified at Silver level. 

o Green Seal is a U.S. nonprofit, that evaluates 
a hotel’s waste reduction, energy 
consumption, water management, pollution 
minimization and eco-friendly purchasing.



BOOKSTORE
• Continue to host programs educating on sustainability

o “Appy Hours” educated our campus 
community on the use of various technology 
platforms reducing our uses of natural resources 
creating waste. 

• Partnering with eco-friendly vendors in regards to their 
products being sustainable as well as packaging and 
shipping methods.

• Added “Earth Grad” a new custom gown regalia 
which is sustainable and eco-friendly, replacing the 
previous non eco-friendly custom gown regalia



USC SUSTAINABILITY 2020 GOALS
Progress as of January 2020



USC SUSTAINABILITY 2020 GOALS
Progress as of January 2020



USC SUSTAINABILITY 
Engagement 

2019-2020 
Sustainability 
Awareness Multi-
platform Media 
Campaign  

Energy
Waste
Water 
Transportation 



USC SUSTAINABILITY 
Engagement 

Bus Shelters on 34th Street



LA Coliseum Zero Waste Program:
2019 Season Snapshot



Galen Center Pilot Zero Waste 
Basketball Game 

2020 Green Game Highlights



7 - 15 Tons of Campus Tailgate 
Trash To Landfill   
Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Soil & Water Contamination 
Missed Educational Opportunity

Trojan Trash Talkers
Engage tailgaters on proper 
composting and recycling 

8,000+ Pounds of Waste Diverted

USC SUSTAINABILITY 
Trojan Trash Talkers Program 
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Sustainability Affairs

Committee on Campus 
Operations and Sustainability



Isabella Caltabiano
Sustainability Director

Senior/Master’s Student
Westchester, NY 

Laura Pearson
Assistant Director

Junior
Oakhurst, CA



In Partnership With:

USC Housing
Auxiliary Services Interfraternity Council

Panhellenic Council

Residential Housing Association

Undergraduate Student Body

Graduate Student Government



Introduced Recycling To:
Kappa Sigma

Phi Delta Theta

Phi Kappa Tau

Phi Sigma 

Kappa

Sigma Chi

Sigma Nu



Fossil Fuel Divestment Campaign:



Composting in USC Housing:



Zero Waste Carnival:



Niki Lalwani
Chair of Campus Operations 

and Sustainability





Wrigley Institute Updates
● Wrigley Prize  Winners

○ Plas tic Evolution
○ Infinity Boxx
○ SUP CUP

● Plas tics  Recycling



Wrigley 
Ambassador
s Updates

● Sus ta inability Demand Survey
● LUMINESCE Sus ta inability Porta l

○ Reach out if inte res ted in he lping!
● Clothing Swap Cance lled, currently 

rescheduling
○ Partnership with fordays



Collaboration
Facilities Management 
Transportation
Procurement
Auxiliary Services
Academic Senate
Staff Assembly
Student Groups
Student Affairs 

USC SUSTAINABILITY 2028 PLANNING PROCESS 
Sustainability Steering Committee + Office of Sustainability



SUSTAINABILITY 2028 PLAN PROPOSAL
Planning Timeline: Fall 2019



SUSTAINABILITY 2028 PLAN PROPOSAL 
Planning Timeline: 2020
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QUESTIONS? 
Happy Earth Day!
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